Minute 3. Apologies for absence. Apologies for absence were received from M. Beyazova, T. Kudo, Z. Lin and G. Manfio. (not yet validly published). There was agreement that there are certain subclade-specific properties of strains within the genus Streptomyces (e.g. morphological features of streptoverticillia-producing organisms or the production of rugose spores by organisms allocated to Streptomyces violaceusniger), but the discussion about the subdivision of Streptomyces into several genera did not lead to a clear proposal of guidelines for such a subdivision. M. Goodfellow reported the existence of specific primers for differentiation of 'Streptoacidophilus', Kitasatospora and Streptomyces. A group of acidophilic streptomycetes also represents probably a new genus.
Regarding a species concept of the genus Streptomyces and the proposal of minimal standards, there was agreement that more genomic information should be evaluated and that a discussion about minimal standards should wait until more clarity has been achieved for the genus. There was overall agreement that the proposal of new species within the genus Streptomyces should only be accepted on the basis of very careful studies done with sufficient practice and considering all other species. At present, the genus Streptomyces contains more than 550 validly named species. A careful look for synonymy should be the first approach to a reduction of the number of 'species' within the genus.
